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Ministers were already chafing at the delay, and the King's
desire that Asquith should come to Biarritz evoked audible protests. ^e
The Times and other newspapers characterised the appointment of
a Prime Minister on foreign soil as an " inconvenient and dangerous
departure from precedent " : politicians complained that Asquith's
absence would fatally disarrange the House of Commons time-
table. These objections were pointed out, but the Bong was firm
that Asquith should come to him even if the House of Commons
had to rearrange its business.1
Saturday, 5th April, was spent feverishly in interviewing col-
leagues and putting the last touches to the revised list of Ministers
to be submitted to the King. The news was now out, and there is a
characteristic glimpse of Asquith in his wife's Diary shutting him-
self up against the sixty newspaper men who came to Cavendish
Square and stubbornly refusing to disclose either his own plans or
the King's, or the time of his departure for Biarritz, if he went, or
anything else that was requisite for the desired " news story." He
slipped away on Sunday afternoon, and reported himself " com-
fortably lodged in the King's Hotel, Biarritz," the following evening.
He wrote to his wife the following day :
To his Wife.
BlAEBITZ.
April 6, 1908.
This morning I put on a frock coat, and escorted by lYitz and old
Stanley Clarke went to the Bang, who was similarly attired, I presented
hi™ with a written resignation of the office of Chr. of the Exr., and he
then said, " I appoint you P.M. and 1st Lord of the Treasury," whereupon
I knelt down and kissed his hand. Voilb tout I
He then asked me to come into the next room and breakfast with him.
We were quite alone for an hour, azid I went over all the appointments
with him. He made no objection to any of them and discussed the
various men very freely and with a good deal of shrewdness,
I am going to dine in his company at Mrs. Cassel's villa to-night. The
weather here is vile beyond description, pouring rain and plenty of wind.
I leave here at 12 noon to-morrow (Thursday) and arrive Charing Gross
5.12 Eriday afternoon.
The Ministerial changes were important, and not least the appoint-
ment of Mr. Hoyd George to be Chancellor of the Exchequer. It
will be seen that Asquith had changed his mind about retaining the
Chancellorship of the Exchequer for himself between the end of
1 It was whispered at on© moment that King Edward entertained the idea of
holding the Privy Council at which Ministers were to kiss hands in Paris, where he
had intended to stay on his way home. Asquith, however, was firm on the point
ihat this ceremony should take place in London.

